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The Saltwater Environment Alliance (SEA) consists of peak environmental organizations, 
supported by a range of groups and individuals, who are working together for a better protected, 

well managed and healthier NSW marine environment. SEA aims to ensure that marine 
sanctuaries are established in NSW to protect our unique environment and for the benefit of all 

users. For more information visit http://www.sea.org.au/ 
 

 
 
    MANNING SHELF  
        BIOREGION 

After three years of silence the NSW Government finally released the Manning Shelf 
Bioregional Assessment in May 2004. This document highlights areas of environmental 
significance within the Manning Region, and proposes a number of possible sites for a 
marine park. However, the NSW Government continues to remain silent on where they 
believe the marine parks should go. 

This silence has lead to a significant scare mongering campaign from those opposed to 
preserving our unique and diverse marine environment. 

Currently less then 0.02% of marine waters are protected in marine sanctuaries within the 
Manning Shelf Bioregion, falling far short of the 20-30% recommended by the World 
Conservation Union (IUCN). It is vital that the NSW Government immediately announces a 
new marine park for this region to provide adequate protection for this unique environment. 

Some of the important features of the Manning Shelf Bioregion mentioned in the 
assessment include: 

·  Port Stephens and the Karuah estuary containing the largest areas of mangrove 
and endangered saltmarsh vegetation community in NSW 

·  Wallis Lakes containing the largest seagrass beds in the region 
·  Smith's Lake is the largest example of an intermittent coastal lagoon in NSW 
·  Significant Grey Nurse Shark critical habitat - an average of 38% of Grey Nurse 

Sharks sighted in NSW are recorded between Wallis Lake and Port Stephens  
·  Important ecosystems of near offshore reefs and islands such as South West 

Rocks, Laurieton, Cape Hawke and Sugarloaf Point for endangered species. 
·  Areas in less impacted parts of major estuaries such as Limeburners Creek, 

Saltwater Lake, Macleay River Delta, Macleay Arm, and the Manning River 
contain important values of estuarine vegetation and ecological communities. 

 

   
 

 NSW marine protection lags far behind other states 
and the Commonwealth.  The Howard Government recently increased sanctuary level 
protection of the Great Barrier Reef to 33%, Queensland has acted swiftly to properly 
protect the critically endangered Grey Nurse Shark habitat and Victoria has established a 
network of fully protected areas along its coastline.  

In contrast the NSW Government has stalled on its responsibility to protect our marine 
environment, with less then 3% of NSW marine waters in marine sanctuaries.   

to the SEA E-Bulletin simply by sending a blank email to 
the following address  sea-email-subsribe@nccnsw.org.au 



  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SUMMARY OF CONSENSUS STATEMENT 
 

The Marine Sanctuaries in NSW 
Consensus Statement highlights the 
need for marine sanctuaries in NSW 
marine environment, the Consensus 
Statement details various scientific 

statements supporting the importance of 
marine sanctuaries not only here, but 

also around the world.  
 

The Consensus Statement calls on the 
NSW Government to create a 
comprehensive, adequate and 

representative system of marine 
sanctuaries in NSW encompassing 20-
50% of NSW marine waters by 2010.  

 
To join the Marine Sanctuaries in NSW 

Consensus Statement visit  
http://www.sea.org.au/ 

 
 
 
 
 
The importance of Marine Protected Areas (MPA’s) in the preservation of 
our unique marine environment cannot be understated.  MPA’s can take 
various forms and provide different levels of protection, with the most 
important type of MPA’s being Marine Sanctuaries, or ‘no take zones’.  
 
Marine sanctuaries are marine areas that are strictly protected from 
extractive uses such as mining and fishing but allow for non-extractive 
uses including recreation – diving, snorkeling, boating, surfing, swimming -
research, education and tourism.  
 
Currently <3% of NSW marine waters are protected within marine 
sanctuaries.  
 
Research has shown that marine sanctuaries have positive effects on the 
ecosystems, habitats and species protected and can also provide other 
benefits including: 
 

·  Improving number of fish by up to 90%: 
·  Increasing the size of individual fish by over 30%; 
·  Improving the diversity of fish by over 20%; 
·  Providing sites for educational activities; 
·  Increasing community awareness and understanding of marine 

conservation issues. 
 

 
Grey Nurse Sharks are critically endangered with less then 500 individuals left on the 

east coast of Australia.   Hunted almost to extinction because of their appearance, 
these harmless and majestic creatures need urgent protection. This can only be 

provided by establishing marine sanctuaries in 16 key habitat areas along the NSW 
coastline. 

 

 
 
 
 
The Saltwater Environment Alliance (SEA) was launched on National Threatened 
Species Day in Port Stephens. The launch was held on the ‘Imagine Cruises’ a local 
whale and dolphin watching vessel.  Attended by Alliance members and local 
community supporters, the launch aimed to raise the profile of the importance of 
marine sanctuaries in NSW. 
  
The launch also featured the release of the Marine Sanctuaries in NSW Consensus 
Statement and highlighted some of the treasures of the local marine environment 
through a DVD presentation.  

Seagrass meadows have only recently been 
recognised as one of the most important 
elements in shallow marine ecosystems. 

 
They play a vital role in fisheries, help to 
clean coastal waters and provide coastal 
defence from erosion. Wallis Lake in the 
Manning Shelf Bioregion is home to the 
largest area of seagrass in the NSW. 

 


